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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 



The eighteenth annual meeting of the Modern Lan- 
guage Association op America was held at the University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., December 27, 28, 29, 
1900. This meeting was incorporated in a 

" Congress of Philological and Archaeological Societies : 

The American Oriental Society, organized 1842. 

The American Philological Association, organized 1869. 

The Spelling Reform Association, organized 1876. 

The Archaeological Institute of America, organized 1879. 

The Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis, organized 1880. 

The Modern Language Association of America, organized 1883. 

The American Dialect Society, organized 1889." 

The entire Congress was held in the rooms of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 

The Societies of the Congress met for the most part sepa- 
rately in a series of sessions, except on Thursday, December 
27th, when they united in two General Meetings. The pro- 
gramme of these General Meetings was as follows : 

Thursday, December 27, 2.30 p. m. 

Provost C. C. Harrison, University of Pennsylvania. 
Address of Welcome. 

Professor George F. Moore, Andover Theological Seminary. 
" Some Oriental Sources of the Alexander Myth." 

President B. I. Wheeler, University of California. 
" What is the Cause of Phonetic Uniformity ? " 

Professor J. K. S. Sterrett, Amherst College. 

" A Ruined Seljuk Khan compared with Anatolian Khans of to-day. 
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Professor F. A. March, Lafayette College. 

"A Survey of the Growth of Modern Language Work in America." 

Professor George Hempl, University of Michigan. 
" Calling to Cows." 

Professor Paul Haupt, Johns Hopkins University. 
"Suggestions for Future Oriental Congresses." 

Professor Brander Matthews, Columbia University. 
" The Importance of the Folk-Theatre." 

Professor Allan Marquand, Princeton University. 

"The Morgan Collection of Gold Objects recently presented to the 
Metropolitan Museum." 

Thursday, December 27, 8.30 p. m. 

Professor Basil L. Gildersleeve, Johns Hopkins University. 

Address : " Oscillations and Nutations of Philological Studies." 



FIRST SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

The first regular session of the eighteenth annual meeting 
of the Association began at 10 o'clock a. m., Thursday, 
December 27. Professor Thomas E. Price, the President of 
the Association, presided. 

The Secretary of the Association, Professor James W. 
Bright, submitted the following report, which was accepted by 
vote of the Association : 

I beg to submit for approval the fifteenth volume of the 
Publications of the Association. 

Early in this year (1900), in pursuance of a unanimous 
vote of the Executive Council, the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation of America was regularly incorporated under the laws 
of the State of Maryland. With the assistance of George 
Whitelock, Esq., acting as Attorney for the Association, a 
Charter was first obtained in the City of Baltimore ; this 
Charter was then amended by an Act of Assembly at Annapo- 
lis, Md., so as to remove local restrictions, and so as to ren- 
der the corporate rights of the Association perpetual. 



PROCEEDINGS FOR 1900. V 

The Treasurer of the Association, Professor Herbert E. 
Greene, submitted the following report : 



Receipts. 

Balance on hand, December 26, 1899, 
Annual Dues from Members, and receipts 
from Subscribing Libraries 



$1,295 76 



Sale of Publications, 
Advertisements, 
Interest on deposits, 



.Libraries : — 
sar 1896, . 


. $ 9 00 


' 1897, . 


15 00 


' 1898, . 


39 00 


' 1899, . 


119 60 


' 1900, . 


. 1,377 20 


' 1901, . 


78 10 




112 50 




28 30 



$1,637 90 
21 10 



$ 140 80 



Total receipts for the year, $3,095 56 



Expenditures. 

Publication of Vol. XV, No. 1, and Reprints, $ 224 51 

" " " " " 2, " " 262 37 

" " " " " 3, " " 276 04 

" " " " " 4, " " 339 53 

Contribution to the Furnivall Testimonial, 25 00 

Paid George Whitelock, Esq., Attorney, 

for legal services in incorporating the 

Association, 120 37 

Supplies for the Secretary : stationery, 

postage, mailing Publications, etc., . 66 69 

Supplies for the Treasurer: stationery, 

postage, etc., 33 47 

The Secretary, 200 00 

Expenses of Delegate to the Brinton 

Memorial Meeting, .... 4 00 

Job Printing, 18 25 

Binding a copy of Vol. XIV for Mrs. 

Bartlett 3 50 

Bank Discount, 3 81 



$1,102 45 
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Services of Janitor, 1 00 

The Central Division, .... 9 54 

$ 485 63 

Total expenditures for the year $1,588 08 

Balance on hand, December 26, 1900 1,507 48 

$3,095 56 

Balance on hand, December 26, 1900, . . $1,507 48 

The President of the Association, Professor Thomas R. 
Price, appointed the following committees : 

(1) To audit the Treasurer's report : Professors E. S. 

Sheldon and James T. Hatfield. 

(2) To nominate officers : Professors F. M. Warren, A. R. 

Hohlfeld, F. N. Scott, C. G. Dunlap, and M. D. 
Learned. 

On behalf of the President of the Central Division of the 
Association, Professor Charles Bundy Wilson, the President 
also announced the following committees to serve for the 
Central Division : 

(1) To nominate officers : Professors W. H. Carruth, E. P. 

Baillot, A. G. Canfield, C. F. McClumpha, and 
M. W. Sampson. 

(2) To determine place of meeting : Professors Raymond 

Weeks, H. Schmidt- Wartenberg, A. R. Hohlfeld, 
E. E. Brandon, and George Hempl. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. " The Home of the Heliand." By Professor Hermann 
Collitz, of Bryn Mawr College. [Printed in Publications, 
xvi, 123 f.] 

This paper was discussed by Professor W. T. Hewitt. 

2. "The Problematic Hero in German Fiction." By 
Professor A. B. Faust, of Wesleyan University. [Printed in 
Publications, xvi, 92 f.] 
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This paper was discussed by Professors F. M. Warren and 
A. R. Hohlfeld. 

3. "English Influence upon Spanish Literature in the 
Early Part of the Nineteenth Century." By Dr. J. D. M. 
Ford, of Harvard University. [Printed in Publications, xvi, 
453 f.] 

4. " The Faire Maide of Bristow. Comedy, 1605." By 
Dr. Arthur H. Quinn, of the University of Pennsylvania. 

5. "Researches in Experimental Phonetics." By Pro- 
fessor E. W. Scripture, of Yale University. [Compare Studies 
from the Yale Psychological Laboratory. Vol. vn, 1899.] 

(1) The usually accepted theory of the nature of spoken words must be 
modified. The mouth-tone characterizing a vowel is not an overtone of the 
chord-vibration, but is one that may remain fixed, or may vary indepen- 
dently of the chord-tone. (2) The action of the chords consists of a series 
of explosive openings, and not of more or less harmonic vibrations. The 
vocal apparatus is probably not a reed-pipe but a cushion-pipe. (3) The 
chord-tone in a vowel is nearly always changing in pitch from moment to 
moment. The mouth-tone frequently remains fixed in pitch, but may 
change according to phonetic requirements. (4) A diphthong is an organic 
union of two sounds, and not a mere succession of two distinct ones. (5) 
Speech-sounds are never twice exactly alike, even with the same speaker. 
(6) American speech has some pure long vowels. (7) American speech 
has some exaggerated glide-endings that make them resemble diphthongs. 
(8) The unity of English verse is the line, or the phrase. A line of verse 
cannot be divided into feet, as the curve of speech runs on with vowels, 
consonants, and pauses, and there is no regularity of pause-division. (9) 
Syllables cannot be classed as long and short. (10) English verse is a flow 
of speech-energy with a certain number of maxima and minima of energy 
per line. 

This paper was discussed by Professors C. H. Grandgent, 
J. "W. Bright, F. N. Scott, O. F. Emerson, E. B. Davis, and 
T. R. Price. 

The following motion was then adopted by the Association : 



